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Science Priorities 
Papahanaumokuakea’s Deep-Water Resources Papahānaumokuākea Marine National 
Monument & World Heritage Site 



NOAA Ship Okeanos Explorer 

- Only fully dedicated 
ship to exploration in 
U.S. 
 

- Linked in real time 
through telepresence 
technology  

OceanExplorer.NOAA.gov 

- 224 feet 
- 46 berths 
- 40-days 
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Why Hawaii? 

Hohonu Moana: Exploring Deep Waters 
Off Hawai’i Expedition 2016 

• Most isolated location on 
Earth 

• Known for unique species; 
Northwestern Hawaiian 
Islands mostly unexplored 

• Fascinating geologic 
histories and topographies 

• Located in a prime area for 
deep-sea mining in the 
future 

• Some baseline data 
already exists 

 



Exploration Focus 

OceanExplorer.NOAA.gov 
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• Searching for large-scale, 
high-density deep coral 
and sponge communities. 
 

• Collecting baseline data 
critical to managing and 
protecting vulnerable 
deep-sea marine 
habitats.  
 



OceanExplorer.NOAA.gov 



OceanExplorer.NOAA.gov 

Steep Ridge Topography 



OceanExplorer.NOAA.gov 
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Prime Crust Zone 



  

Battle of Midway Sites 





Ocean Explorer 
Website and 
Expedition 

Education Module 

» Materials By Theme 
» Lessons 
» Expedition Education 
Modules 
» OceanAGE Careers 

Education Resources: 

OceanExplorer.NOAA.gov 

Ocean Explorer Website and Expedition Education 
Module 



Ocean Explorer Website and 
Expedition Education Module 

» Background Essays 
» Mission Logs 
» Daily Updates 
» Education 
» Photos and Videos 

Education Resources: 



Questions? 
 

Daniel.Wagner@noaa.gov 
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