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Mallows Bay-Potomac River National Marine Sanctuary 

Advisory Council
October 2, 2023 Final Meeting Minutes

Date: October 2, 2023
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Location: Virtual – Google Meets

Meeting Attendees
NOAA:Mark Losavio, Paul “Sammy” Orlando, Megan Ossmann, Shannon Ricles, David
Dodsworth, Adam Wright, Dana Sanchez and Jessie Frayser

SAC Members: Dan Hamilton, Jay Haigler, Lee De Cola, Bill Kilinski, Anne Vazhappilly
(Youth Seat)

SAC Alternates: Bill Utley, Ruth Toomey, Susan Gerbasi, Sara Ramotnik, Lolita Kiorpes,
Anne Stark, Erin Cooley (Youth Seat)

Government Agency and Tribe Members:Mario Harley (Piscataway Conoy Tribe), Elena
Gilroy (Charles County)

Guests: Christine Burns (Coastal Planner)

WELCOME:
Dan Hamilton welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.

SAC BUSINESS
● Dan asked for a motion to approve the June 12, 2023, meeting minutes. Lolita Kiorpes

made a motion to approve the minutes and Sara Ramotnik seconded the motion. The
meeting minutes were approved by the entire council. The minutes are available on the
website https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/mallows-potomac/involved/meetings.html.

● Summary of SAC Chair Summit - Dan Hamilton attended the National SAC chair
meeting in lieu of Eileen Abel. He gave an extensive summary of the summit. (See
Appendix A for more detail.)

Sammy recognized the importance and significance of having an in-person leadership
meeting for the first time in five years. He said that it showed we are all part of one team.
Dan was also praised for being willing to represent our SAC and our team.
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● Evolution of the Advisory Council - Sammy Orlando
○ Sammy reminded the SAC that we talked in Annapolis about revising the SAC

community seats. He gave praise to the council and its members for their
dedication and commitment to the SAC. He said that there are members and
alternates, but there is very little distinction between the two. Alternates are
invited to every meeting; the only distinction is in the ability to vote. But
alternates’ voices are heard.

○ Sammy said that we want to make sure that we have seats that represent what we
are trying to accomplish for our collective good and broaden our representation in
the community on our council.

■ Sammy showed a slide (see Appendix B) with the community seats on the
left and said that those are the original 15 community seats, which are
voting seats. He said that government and tribal seats are non-voting seats
because they have a different form of consultation. Community side is
primarily voiced through voting.

■ Sammy then showed a slide with the current seats and the new proposed
changes. He said that on the right side of the table, there are three
proposed changes, which are in yellow.

● The maritime archeology and history seats have been filled for a
long time by Jay and Margo, and at this point in time, we would do
well with only one seat and one alternate.

● The second seat would toggle over to cultural engagement so it is
not quite as directed to science. We want to expand it to cultural
engagement that could include the arts, music, or any way you
think about people, you can think about culture.

● Conservation would be a new seat where we take one of the
business and economic development seats and make it a
conservation seat. We have businesses that are working with us,
and we would like to expand it, but at the same time, we are
missing out on the whole conservation side of our management
plan.

● Communications is also a new seat. We currently have two
citizen-at-large seats. We will keep one, but it will have a member
and an alternate. So one of the citizen-at-large seats will change to
communications to reach a broader audience. We have a lot of
products and services for reaching your communities and beyond.
A new communication seat would help to further spread the word
about what we do.

We will retain the same number of seats and the government seats are exactly the
same.

○ Timeline: October 2 - Sharing of the final proposed seats with the SAC. The
amendment for the proposed seats is currently being cleared by NOAA. Once it
clears, then we begin advertising. Over the next 2-3 months, we will solicit
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applications and seat new members with the goal of holding a meeting in
February 2024. Sammy reminded everyone that the majority of the seats expired
in October, as most everyone has been here for three years. He said that with the
extension that was granted, each seat is also extended. .

○ Sammy said that he hopes everyone will want to be a part of the new council
going forward. He also said that if anyone wants to continue and use their last
application, then just let Shannon know. However, if anyone would like to update
their resume with additional information, then add it and resubmit. He indicated
that if anyone feels like they do not want to reapply, then we understand. He also
asked that everyone help get the word out to other folks who might make great
additions to our SAC. He said that the SAC has had a number of vacancies over
the years, and it would really be great to fill all the seats. Sammy also said that
once the changes are cleared by NOAA, the information will be sent to the SAC.
Sammy then asked for any comments or discussion:

■ Sara expressed that she liked the changes that were proposed and
questioned if a description of the new and current seats would be listed?
Sammy told her that each seat will have a description.

■ Dan asked if the SAC would elect a new chair and vice-chair. Sammy said
that it would be the first order of business at the first meeting.

○ Sammy praised the SAC for always showing up for meetings even though they
are busy people and the fact that they show up is wonderful and extremely
meaningful. Sammy provided numerous examples of where SAC members
stepped up to participate in community events. He reiterated that it is so important
to bring the council to the people.

SANCTUARY UPDATES

● Fall Mallows Bay BioBlitz - Megan Ossmann
● Megan shared a slide presentation detailing the September 9th BioBlitz event held

at Mallows Bay Park. She said that about 50 people participated along with
several of our partners. Megan indicated that there were fewer observers in this
event compared to the spring event. However, more species were reported in this
fall BioBlitz event with 1,500 observations and 600 species observed.

○ Save the date for the next BioBlitz on April 27, 2024.
○ Dan challenged everyone to go and do an observation on iNaturalist.

● Terrain 360 Update - Sammy Orlando
● Sammy said that the team is about 98% finished with the site, and that the hope is

to present it in December. Sammy asked the SAC to think about the best ways to
utilize the site upon its completion and how to best put this out for public use?

○ Dan indicated that having it available at outreach events, on a table
accessible via a device, would give great insight into how it can be used.

○ Lolita said it is a great resource for classrooms and Sammy included that it
is also a good example of possible career options in media and technology.

○ Sara with the University Center for Environmental Science commented
that this site can be used to increase communications or develop a case
study.
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○ Dan offered the suggestion that it could be adapted by the citizen science
program.

○ Bill Utley asked about an annual award or volunteer recognition and using
that as an incentive for community engagement.

● Grant Opportunities - Megan Ossman
○ Megan presented Grant Opportunities

■ NPS Chesapeake Gateways
■ Maryland Chesapeake and Coastal Grants Gateway

○ Megan asked: “How can you take advantage of these opportunities? How do you
want these shared with you? Do you have the capacity to apply for these and do
you need support to apply for these?”

■ Dan said that he wishes he had more time to consider these grants and
recommended making space on the agenda to discuss and possibly apply
for some of these opportunities. He would like to see it as a running
agenda item.

● Volunteers - Sammy Orlando
○ Sammy said that there has been a lot of interest from people who want to

volunteer at Mallows Bay. However, currently the staff does not have enough for
volunteers to do. Therefore, it is being proposed to the council that they submit
activities or other tasks where volunteers might help at their organizations. Lolita
suggested that it would be nice to have a list of volunteers and what they are
interested in so they can be contacted as things in their realm come up.

○ Sammy mentioned that in regards to the communication seat, the seat will offer
the opportunity to get the word out about events and can be put on a list of service
opportunities.

SAC UPDATES
● Dan discussed an event for families at the Calvert Museum that appreciates the

Chesapeake Bay.

PUBLIC COMMENT
● Dan Hamilton asked if there were any members of the public who would like to make a

comment.

○ There were no public comments.

ADJOURN
As there was no other business, a motion was made by Mario Harley and seconded by Susan
Gerbasi to adjourn the meeting. The next regular meeting will be held on December 4. Stand by
for more details to come.

Upcoming 2023 Meetings & Events:

SAC Meeting – December 4, 2023
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Existing Community Seats

Maritime History & Archaeology
Maritime History & Archaeology
Cultural Heritage
Recreation
Recreation
Recreational Fishing
Commercial Fishing
Education (K-12)
Education (Higher)
Tourism & Marketing
Business & Economic Development
Business & Economic Development
Research, Science & Technology
Citizen-at-Large
Citizen-at-Large

Proposed Community Seats

Maritime History & Archaeology
Cultural Engagement
Cultural Engagement
Recreation
Recreation
Recreational Fishing
Commercial Fishing
Education (K-12)
Education (Higher)
Tourism
Business & Economic Development
Conservation
Research, Science & Technology
Communications
Citizen-at-Large



Existing Government 
and Non-Voting Seats

MD Historical Trust
MD Dept Natural Resources
Charles County MD
US Coast Guard
US Navy
VA Dept of Conservation & Recreation
Piscataway-Conoy Tribe
Piscataway Indian Nation
Patawomeck Indian Tribe of VA

Student (age 14-17)

Proposed Government
and Non-Voting Seats

MD Historical Trust
MD Dept Natural Resources
Charles County MD
US Coast Guard
US Navy
VA Dept of Conservation & Recreation
Piscataway-Conoy Tribe
Piscataway Indian Nation
Patawomeck Indian Tribe of VA

Student (age 14-17)



Revision Process and Timeline:

∙ June 12, 2023 – Update on SAC charter/seat status announced at SAC meeting

∙ July 2023 – Met with SAC Chair & Vice Chair to discuss proposed changes to the charter.

∙ August 2023 – Met with SAC Chair & Vice Chair to review proposed changes to the charter

∙ September 2023 – Reviewed charter changes with co-managers

∙ Oct 2, 2023 – Share the proposed charter revisions and seat changes with the SAC at the 
quarterly advisory council meeting. Discuss applications for renewing seats and applying for 
new ones.

∙ Oct-Jan 2024 – Submit charter amendment, clearance and then advertise, clear and seat 
new council members.

∙ February 2024 – Hold first SAC meeting of the new council
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